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BAM Support for Accredited Assessors
A series of webinars to support the role of accredited BAM assessors in the Biodiversity Offset scheme (BOS)

For more information, go to the BAM Support Webinar webpage or contact us via the BOS Online Enquiry Form
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BAM SUPPORT WEBINAR 3

BOAMS and BAM Calculator system support

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment

Thursday 3rd October 2019 

11:00am-12:00pm

Phil Wood

Principal Project Officer

Ecosystem Assessment

For more information, go to the BAM Support Webinar webpage or contact us via the BOS Online Enquiry Form
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TIME ITEM DESCRIPTION DURATION

11:00 Introduction Acknowledgment of Country

Introduction and house keeping

10 mins

11:10 Content 

Presentation

System support and troubleshooting:

1. Biodiversity Offset and Agreement Management System (BOAMS)

2. BAM Calculator

25 mins

11:35 Q & A session Presenter and SME panel address participants’ questions 20 mins

11:55 Wrap-up and 

Close

Upcoming sessions

Access to webinar recordings

Post-webinar feedback

5 mins

Overview

This webinar will be recorded and published for future reference
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Biodiversity Offset and Agreement 
Management System 

(BOAMS)

 Manages BAM assessments for developments and biodiversity 
stewardship agreements

 Access point for the BAM Credit Calculator (BAM-C)

 Manages credit obligations and holdings

 Expressions of interest for BSAs, credit wanted listing

 Links to BOS public registers

 Will process credit transfers and retirements
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BOAMS Landing Page 

2



Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 03/10/2019

Parent and child cases

3

Give the case a unique name:

Parent Case – “master folder” which holds all information relating to a case – landholder details, assessor name, 

property details

Child Case – BAM assessments and applications that contain supporting information for the case
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Adding landholder/proponent and 
property

4

= “add a proponent case party”
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Re-allocating cases between assessors

5

1: Add new assessor as a case party: 2: Complete assessor details, including BAAS 

number and valid email. Tick “Current Owner” box:



Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 03/10/2019

6

Re-allocating cases between assessors

3: Change case owner to new assessor: 
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Deleting cases

7

Parent case:

Child case:

(Must be the case owner to delete the parent case)



Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 03/10/2019

The BAM Calculator (BAM -C)

8

BAM-C 

resources and 

supporting data
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Assessment details and Site Context

9
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Creating assessment 
versions

10

Saving versions allows creation of copies of an assessment to 

test scenarios:
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11

Adding vegetation zones
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BAM Calculator – modifying benchmarks

12

Assessors may use more appropriate local data, including benchmarks, if the consent authority 
is of the opinion that the data more accurately reflects local environmental conditions. 

To amend the benchmarks:

1. Tick “Modify default benchmarks”
2. Click “Unlock”, enter the amended data and 

“Update” the benchmarks

Assessors may modify structure, composition and function elements of the benchmarks.
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Importing Plot Data 

13

1: Enter data into the template file - found in 

2: Copy the data from the template file. Copy all text, including the headers 

in rows 1 and 2, BUT NOT the empty cells beyond cell “AF”

3: Note: All Vegetation zone data already present in the VI fields will be 

cleared during the import   
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14

Adding management zones

Management zones allow identification of areas of differing treatment within a VZ, such as areas to 

be partially cleared (i.e. APZs).

1: Click on  

The first MZ created must equal the 

area of the whole VZ. Rename the first 

MZ, enter the area and click “ADD 

ZONE”.

2: Create new MZs and adjust areas

Once the first MZ has been added, 

enter the name of the next MZ and it’s 

area. Adjust the area of the first MZ so 

that the total MZ area = VZ area. 
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Using management zones

15

Once created, the management zones will appear in the future vegetation integrity score section. Where partial 

clearing or other management is proposed, assessors may enter separate scores for each of the components of 

vegetation integrity.
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BAM Calculator - Habitat suitability

16

Assessors may remove a species from the candidate list where:
• habitat constraints listed in the TBDC are not present on site
• the species is vagrant to the area.

Species credit species may also be removed where the identified habitat 
for the species is degraded.

Species removal must be justified in the BDAR
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17

Credit summary and credit classes
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18

Re-opening finalised cases
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19

Finalising BAM-C cases and importing credits

Once BAM-C is finalised, the BDAR must be submitted to the consent authority with 14 days (BC Act s6.15).

Email BAM support (bam.support@environment.nsw.gov.au) if you need a case re-opened.
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20

Credit reports
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support

BOAMS and BAM -C support

21
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This session will not be included in the webinar recording. 

Unanswered questions or those taken on notice will be addressed after the webinar. Important or frequently asked 

questions will contribute to the development of the Assessor Q&A page, future webinars and other BOS support resources.

Q&A
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Consultation on the proposed changes to Biodiversity Assessment Method

Public exhibition runs until 16th October

The revised BAM, summary of proposed amendments and the submission form can be found here:    
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment-method-consultation.htm
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Upcoming Webinars

https://events-apac1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1403042193/en/events/catalog.html

More sessions coming soon!
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Thank you for your participation
Webinar recordings will be available to view online on the BOS Vimeo Showcase at vimeo.com/showcase/6271450

and via the assessor resource page www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/assessors

Contact us at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bos-help-advice

Simone Cottrell/DPIE 


