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Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 26 May 2020 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY & ENVIRONMENT 

BOS Support for Assessors & Local Government 
A series of webinars to support accredited BAM assessors and Local Government in the Biodiversity Offsets scheme 

Simone Cottrell/DPIE 

For more information, go to the BOS Support webinar webpage or contact us via the BOS Online Enquiry Form 
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Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

BOS SUPPORT WEBINAR 
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme 
Support for Local Government 

Jane Eales 
Tuesday 26th May 2020 Project Officer 
11:00am-12:00pm Ecosystem Assessment 

For more information, go to the LG resource page www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/local-government-resources or 

contact us at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support 

John Seidel 
A/Manager 
Ecosystem Assessment 
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www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/local-government-resources
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Overview 
TIME ITEM DESCRIPTION DURATION 

11:00 Introduction Acknowledgment of Country 
Introduction and house keeping 

5 mins 

11:10 Content 
Presentation 

1. Roles and responsibilities 
2. BOS Support webinar series 
3. Other support resources 

25 mins 

11:35 Q & A session Presenter and SME panel address participants’ questions 25 mins 

11:55 Wrap-up and 
Close 

Upcoming sessions 
Access to recordings 
Webinar feedback 

5 mins 

Note: BOS Support webinars are recorded and published for future use 

Craven Grey Box (Eucalyptus largeana) 

Image source: Paul Hillier/DPIE 
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BOS roles and responsibilities 

Rule maker 
Administrator and 

regulator 

Market 

intermediary 

Accredited 

assessor 
Consent authority Landholder Developer 

Who? Who? Who? Who? Who? Who? Who? 

Minister for Environment, Energy & Biodiversity Ecological consultants Local councils, Minister Private landholders, 
Local development, 

Environment, Science (EES) Conservation Trust accredited by ESS for Planning and DPIE local councils and NSW 
major projects, Part 5 

Parliament and and Part 5 authorities Government agencies 
authorities, Vegetation What do they do? What do they do? What do they do? 

Environment, Energy & 
What do they do? What do they do? SEPP clearing and 

Science (EES) • BOS governance • Facilitate credit • Assess biodiversity 
biodiversity certification 

supply – establish impacts at • Determine • Generate credits by 
What do they do? • BAM implementation 

and manage development and development managing land under What do they do? 
• Create, review and • Biodiversity credit Biodiversity stewardship sites and applications and set a Biodiversity 

improve legislation market - credit Stewardship submit reports offset obligations Stewardship • Avoid, minimise and 

and policy for the transfers and Agreements Agreement offset the 
• Advise developers • Compliance with 

scheme retirement biodiversity impacts 
• Manage payments and landholders conditions of consent 

of development and • Assessment and into the Biodiversity 
clearing 

pricing systems and Conservation Fund 
tools and deliver offsets 

• Data and information • Manage Biodiversity 
– BioNet and PCT Stewardship 
classification Payments Fund 

• Accredited assessors • Place-based offset 
scheme schemes 

• Engagement and 

capacity building 

• Strategic audit and 

compliance 
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Support for LG - transitioning 

• Regional LG Support Officer program wrapping up 

• Range of knowledge and experience within LG 

• Entry level information on DPIE’s website 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animal 
s-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme 

• Priority deliverables 

• Requests and suggestions welcome 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/ 

animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-

offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-

support 
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animal
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PURPOSE 

The BOS Support Webinar Series 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/biodiversity-assessment-method-support-webinars 

• Guidance on the application of the BOS and the BAM 

• Support in using the associated systems, tools and data 

• Updates on new and emerging matters relating to the BOS and the BAM 

• A regular forum for discussion on BOS and BAM with staff 
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Resources to support LG 
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/local-government-resources 
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Questions and Answers 

For local government 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/local-government-resources/questions-
and-answers 

For Assessors 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/assessor-questions-and-answers 
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and
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Contact points for advice 

• Biodiversity Offsets Scheme (BOS) support 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-
and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support 

• Advice on BDARs –EES regional planning teams 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/aborigina 
l-cultural-heritage/protect-and-manage/impact-
permits/regional-office-contacts 

• Accreditation, including assessor feedback 
BAM_accreditation@environment.nsw.gov.au 

Considerations -
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors 

• Biodiversity Conservation Trust (BCT) - email 
info@bct.nsw.gov.au or phone 1300 992 688 

9 
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www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/aborigina
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals
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Where is implementation up to? 

10 

Number of completed BAM assessments – 13th May 
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Assessment bilateral agreement 

11 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/assessment-bilateral-agreement 
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Biodiversity Assessment Method and Operational Manuals 

• www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment-method 

• Accredited assessor resources 
• www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors 

• The BAM is being revised to make it easier to understand and apply including new streamlined 
assessment options. 

• www.environment.nsw.gov.au//topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment-

method/consultation-on-proposed-changes 
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www.environment.nsw.gov.au//topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-assessment-method
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BOS entry requirements 

• www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/entry-requirements 

• Entry pathways and triggers 

• Biodiversity Values Map threshold 

• Area clearing threshold 

• Threatened species ‘test of significance’ 

• https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/entry-requirements/threatened-
species-test-of-significance 
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• www.lmbc.nsw.gov.au/Maps/index.html?viewer=BOSETMap 

Biodiversity Values Map and Threshold Tool (BMAT 

• BV Map is updated 

quarterly 

• Version 10 

scheduled for 27 

May 2020 

• New layers display in 

a different colour for 

90 days 

1  
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www.lmbc.nsw.gov.au/Maps/index.html?viewer=BOSETMap
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BAM Calculator (BAM-C) – reviewing the case 

15 
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Reviewing the BDAR 

Some key questions 

• Is the case showing status 

of finalised 

• Are their potential SAII 

associated with the 

proposal 

• Use of assessor judgement 

or local data? 

• Predicted species 

removed? 

• Species credit species 

removed? 

• PCT benchmarks 

amended? 

16 
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17 

Support for reviewing a BDAR 
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Biodiversity Offsets and Agreement Management System (BOAMS) 

•BOAMS is the system used to administer the scheme 

•Council User access is not mandatory 

•Provides access to BAM-C calculations, attachments (including 
shapefiles), credit reports, proponent details 

•Online access to view the workings in the BAM-C 

•Council can complete the approval of the BDAR and offset 
obligation, or request for concurrence details and changes to 
the final offset obligation 

•https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme/biodiversity-offsets-and-agreement-management-system 

18 
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BOAMS - Council User access

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 26 May 2020 

19 

BOAMS – Local Government access 
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Lodging an offset obligation with DPIE 

20 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/local-

government-resources/lodging-an-offset-obligation 
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BOS Public Registers 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme/public-registers and 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/bimsprapp/BiobankingPR.aspx 

Registers of: 

• Credit supply 

• Credit demand 

• Transactions 

• Accredited assessors 

• Private land 

conservation 

agreements 
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Other useful BOS webpages 

Serious and Irreversible Impacts 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/serious-
and-irreversible-impacts 

Biodiversity Certification 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-certification 

Biodiversity offset rules 
(like-for-like, ancillary and variation rules) 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/rules 

Biodiversity Stewardship sites – process 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/how-it-works 
(go to Part B) 

BAM Calculator (BAM-C) 
www.lmbc.nsw.gov.au/bamcalc 

Areas of Outstanding Biodiversity Value (AOBV) 
- included in the Biodiversity Values Map 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/areas-of-outstanding-biodiversity-value 

Transitional Arrangements including assessment of 
reasonable equivalence (BioBanking credits) 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/transitional-arrangements 

Assessment Bilateral Agreement (NSW and Australian 
Government) 

Biodiversity Experts 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/experts 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-
plants/biodiversity/assessment-bilateral-agreement 
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Thank you for your participation 

Q&A 
Webinar recordings will be available to view online on the BOS Vimeo Showcase at https://vimeo.com/showcase/6271450 

and via the LG resource page www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/local-government-resources 

Contact us at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bos-help-advice 

Simone Cottrell/DPIE 
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www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bos-help-advice
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/local-government-resources
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